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Responsibilities of the Student

Safety is freedom from incidents.  Each individual who uses the science laboratory or classroom can prevent incidents through awareness, knowledge and a safe attitude.  Safety policies, practices, procedures or rules are guidelines which are not all inclusive.  They will be changed, modified, or clarified as we learn more information.  Be prepared to offer constructive safety suggestions to your teacher.  Recognize that you are the key to a safe environment for everyone.
Before the Lab
1. Prepare completely before starting any activity by reading all instructions and specific safety considerations.
2. Know the location and correct operation of all safety equipment (e.g. fire extinguisher, eye wash).
3. No dangling jewelry, scarves, ties or open-toed shoes (flip flops, sandals) should be worn in the lab.

4. There is not eating, drinking, or chewing gum in the lab.
During the Lab
5. Follow the specific safety considerations for each lab or activity (e.g. wearing safety glasses).

6. Learn to use all science equipment correctly and safely prior to the activity or experiment.  

7. Unauthorized experiments are prohibited.  Do only the experiments assigned or approved by your teacher.
8. Keep your apparatus and desktop clean.  Keep all unnecessary items off the lab counters.  
9. Report any accidents or harmful incident immediately to your teacher, including minor injuries (e.g. cut finger).

10. When working with biological specimens, ensure to wash hands with soap when finished and don’t put your fingers in your mouth!

11. When working with electrical outlets or devices, ensure that your hands are dry. 

12. Keep hands, scoopulas, pens, pencils, etc. away from mouth.

13. Never taste, touch, or smell any material unless instructed to do so by your teacher.  

14. You should never smell a liquid in the lab unless specifically instructed to do so by your teacher.  If you are asked to smell a substance, do not hold your face directly over the container.  Waft part of the vapour towards you by sweeping your hand over the top of the container.

15. Always add acids or bases to water, and not the other way around (remember A to W).

16. Any lab experiments involving strong acids or bases or any substance that is volatile (emits gaseous vapours or is flammable) must be done in a fume hood (located in Rooms 1301, 1302, 1305, 1306).

17. Never return unused chemicals to reagent bottles unless instructed to do so by your teacher.  

18. Remember at all times that the laboratory is a place for serious work and study.  Speak quietly and do not participate in any form of horseplay (for example, do not throw any objects regardless of how small).

Spills

19. If any part of your body comes in contact with a potentially dangerous substance, notify your teacher, wash the area immediately and thoroughly with water.  If chemicals splash into your eyes wash them continuously for 15 minutes at the eye wash station.
20. If a chemical or solution is spilled, notify your teacher immediately and clean it up according to your teachers’ instructions.

21. Hold containers away from your face when pouring liquids, and never pour a substance in a container above eye level to avoid dangerous spills.

22. Acid spills should be cleaned up using a weak base (such as baking soda), and base spills with a weak acid (such as vinegar).
Heat & Fire Safety

23. If a fire breaks out (which should be highly unlikely!), know that a fire blanket should be used on people, while a fire extinguisher should be used on objects or chemicals.
24. Run cold water over burns immediately and inform your teacher.
25. Take necessary precautions when using a Bunsen burner (such as; tie back long hair, confine loose clothing, move books and other materials a safe distance away).  Never leave a lighted Bunsen burner unattended.  

26. When heating glassware such as test tubes, any openings should point away from people, including you.  Test tubes should be heated on an angle, not straight up, so that even heating occurs.

27. Never carry hot equipment or dangerous chemicals through a congestion of students.  Use tongs to carry hot items short distances.

After the Lab

28. Clean equipment according to your teacher’s instructions before you put it away.  If you don’t know where to return equipment and materials, then simply ask your teacher.
29. Dispose of materials as directed by your teacher.  Never discard materials in the sink unless instructed to do so by your teacher.  There are often disposal containers for each of the used substances in the lab, especially solids.

30. All glassware, lab counters and sinks must be cleaned when your activity or experiment is completed.
31. Do not leave the lab or classroom after you complete an assignment or experiment or when the bell rings.  Wait until you are dismissed by your teacher.

32. Never take anything out of the laboratory or classroom unless your teacher has granted specific permission to do so.
WHMIS Symbols

The Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System (WHMIS) provides workers and students with information regarding hazardous products.

	COMPRESSED GAS
	
	POISONOUS AND INFECTIOUS MATERIAL 
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	FLAMMABLE AND COMBUSTIBLE
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	MATERIAL CAUSING OTHER TOXIC EFFECTS
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	OXIDIZING MATERIALS 
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	BIOHAZARDOUS INFECTIOUS MATERIAL 
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	CORROSIVE MATERIAL
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	DANGEROUSLY REACTIVE MATERIAL
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HHPS Symbols 

The Canadian Hazardous Products Act requires manufacturers of consumer products containing chemicals to include a symbol specifying both the nature of the hazard (by the symbol) and the degree of the hazard (by the type of border).
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	Corrosive
	Eats at or wears away materials

	[image: image9.jpg]



	Flammable
	Ignites if exposed to heat or sparks
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	Explosive
	Explodes or gives off deadly vapours
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	Poison
	May cause sickness or death if swallowed
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